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MARSEILLES - Anp expenmental dredging
operstion on the [Hinois River may be the wave
of the future for silt-choked waterways.

Years of mid and sludge deposits will be
sooped from the public boat lasnch bay &
IMini Stmtz Park in an experiment using the
Tormede Dredge Eddy Pump system developed
by Roy F. Westan Inc., of Vemnon Hills,

The pump waorks by sucking, deep, thick
muck through the discharge pipes, much like
drinking malted milk through a stram.

This is totally unlike the traditional clamshell
dredgang system whersin cach scoop of meck

from the riverbed is up o 85 percent

waler

The Tomado Diredge will be up and rumning
by the end of the month, noted Wesion
Soperintendent Donald Hetchings. Weston
crewmen began assembling the pump in the
waler at the cove [ast Wednesday.

Estimated time for dredging the bay is a
week o 10 days.

Because everything about the Eddy Pump
gystem i3 o new, all Umes are estimated,
Hutchings soted.

“With the Hnle expericnce we've had with
this pew wechnology, its hard 1o say how long
the dredging will take.” be said

After the bay is dredged, Weston will move
the Eddy Pamp fo the south side of Ballard's
Lskamd, just east of the park. Another 20,000

| yards of muck will be remaved from the fver

channe| there, Hutchings samdl

The $250,000 cost of the Ballard’s Island
portion was sppropristed by St Fep, Mary
Kay O'Brien, D-Coal City, two years ago, and

carmied over 18 0 Stane's bud;u to this year
The [lisd Park area is a part of 0'Brien's T5th
[timois District

The [lingis Department of Netaral
Rescurees is fumding the 515,000 cost ot the
pablic boat ramp, and is spossoring both proj-
eCis

“1 am very pheased that we wene able o fund
thiz wonhwhile progec,” O Brien said

“For nearly 30 years. the debris and over-
growih that filled the Ballard’s Island portion
of the 1llinces River was totally ignored by the
state. Now, we ane bl to fnally give this area
the amention it deserves,

The mewest type of wechnology Dnown, the
Eddy Pumnp ks a ot more efficiesn than the un-
dinomal clamshed] dredge that SCOOPS B o g5
percend waster in each load, and cannot get into
tight places, sasd Hutchins,

The Eddy Pump uses submerged pumps to
suck boftom sedireent throagh 10-nch hoses,
pumping the mixnare o mstalistions on shore
or floating barges for reprocessing.

At [llini Park, & holding area with sin-foot
carthen berms was crested this spring o con-
i the shodge. The sludge will remain there i
dry out o its earthen state again. |t will then be
wsed im varous DNE projects.

The shadge from the Ballard™s 1sland project
will be similarly stored om & fiekd on the Ralph
Coyle farm south of the island cn the Dlinots
Bver. The DNR coastucted the carthen berms
arcued that field 2 year ago.

The sudge will dry in the field about two

years, then be used for sopscil and similar per-

poses. Testing showed the sludpe is free of
harmfal contaminants, the DINR said,

The Eddy Pump system works by creating a
vacuum. Hiotching déd por wanst 1o get into the

The :nnmlm Tornade Dredge Eddy Pump system manufactured by Roy F
Weston Inc. Is being assembled in a bay at liinl State Park in Marsellles. The bay
dredging will mark the first application of the new system in lllinols and the nation.
(Herald Photo'fo Ann Husris)

Togistics because of potential compesition.

He said the system is being applied o a
waterway for the first Gime in Tlinets and the
natian

“This is both test and applecation - the bess
way b do i he said

"1f you'ne going o test i, you might as well
make us= of it also.”

Some controlled tests oo & smaller basis were
uniberaken in other states, The DR project is

See "Techmology' on Page SA

Echnnlngy_

From Page 1A

the first large-scale test and applica
tion of the Eddy Pump system, he
said,

Huichine estimated the Ballards |

[slamd progect at about 28 days

“The firs day of deedging will well |

125 how boag in will take,” he said,
Joha C. Marlin, head of the DNE's

wiite mamagement and resexrch

center, said earlier the Eddy P"ump

winald chamge: the way slt and other |

Taterals ae removed from fver and
lake basis, asd make wholesale
dredging cost-cffective for recre-
atonal and eavircamenial paposes

Sl has been building up for years
just below the susface of the rver,
Markin sadd.

Muore thas 67,080 acres of llinois
River backwaders that ooce werg &1
lo seven feet in depth — inclading
‘:I'.dl at Marseilles — noa average 18
inches in depth, he noted.

Ugless corective
teken, in aother 10 to 20 years,
many thousands of acres of this land
will emerge above the surface of the

actions are |

water &s shallow muodflas, covered |

with willow trees, Marlin said.



